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January 25, 2017
Dear Parents and Guardians:

World History and American History students at enCompass Academy will be participating in the National History Day (NHD) competition through their Social Studies and English classes. NHD is an educational program that culminates in a national contest each June in Maryland. National History Day students begin by competing in a school contest. Winners then go on to compete in the state contest each spring. First-place winners from the two state contests are eligible to compete in the national contest. NHD engages students in grades 6-12 in the process of discovery and interpretation of historical topics. 

Students will complete their projects either alone or with a group of two to three students. They will choose one of five project types: an exhibit, dramatic performance, multimedia documentary (video), website, or formal written paper. The theme for this year’s competition is Taking a Stand in History. Students will be given time in either their English or Social Studies classes every day until the project is due to work on various aspects of the research and final product, but will probably require time outside of class to work on the project as well. 

You are cordially invited to attend the enCompass Academy National History Day Parent Showcase to view and celebrate your son’s or daughter’s project, along with the hard work of all enCompass Academy students. Students are required to attend the event to explain their projects and research to judges and visitors. Please add the date below to your family’s calendar. The NHD projects will count as 50-75% of the third-quarter Social Studies and English grades. The grade will include small assignment deadlines and related quizzes, as well as the final project. It is extremely important that students do their best on the NHD project, submit the final product on time, and attend the after-school showcase event. 

Important dates:

Project due date: Monday, March 6th (at the beginning of the class period)

Parent Showcase and Judging: Tuesday, March 7th, 5:30-7:00 p.m.

We are so excited about working with the students to research and complete their projects. Please let us know if you have questions. 
Sincerely,

Kristen Quintana (Social Studies) & Kristin Moffitt (English)
Kristen@encompassacademy.org
Kristin@encompassacademy.org 
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National History Day Project Contract

Taking a Stand in History
Topic I plan to research for my project: ____________________________________

Check one of the following:

_____ I plan to complete the project alone.

_____ I plan to complete the project with the following students. 

Partners’ names (first and last):

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Please check the format you think you will turn in to display your research and thoughts:

_____ research paper 

_____ exhibit (includes display board)

_____ web site

_____ video (documentary)

_____ dramatic performance

This contract needs to be completed, signed, and returned to your social studies teacher by Thursday, 2/2/17.
I have read the information letter about the National History Day project. 

I understand that the completed project is due March 6th and that students are required to be present for the Parent Showcase and Judging on Tuesday, March 7th from 5:30-7:00 p.m. as part of the project grade. 
(Written notice from parents is required if students are unable to attend due to emergency situations in order for the grade to be excused.)
________________________________________



Student name (print)
________________________________________

_________________________________

Student signature




Date

________________________________________



Parent name (print)

________________________________________

_________________________________

Parent signature





Date

