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Kristen Quintana

121 Vesta Street
Reno NV 89502
(775) 322-5566

(775) 322-5509 fax

kristen@rainshadowcchs.org 

Dear Parents/Guardians,

In the upcoming week in my U.S. History classes I plan to show the movie Amistad (1997) to accompany our unit on the Transatlantic Slave Trade. This movie is rated R. As part of the packet to enroll your student in this school, you signed a release allowing them to watch rated R movies, however, I like to alert parents when a rated R movie is coming up in my curriculum. Below I have provided a summary of the movie we are going to watch. I choose to show this movie because it is the best movie portrayal I have of what happened to Africans that were kidnapped and forced into slavery.
“Amistad is the name of a slave ship traveling from Cuba to the U.S. in 1839. It is carrying a cargo of Africans who have been sold into slavery in Cuba, taken on board, and chained in the cargo hold of the ship. As the ship is crossing from Cuba to the U.S., Cinque, who was a tribal leader in Africa, leads a mutiny and takes over the ship. They continue to sail, hoping to find help when they land. Instead, when they reach the United States, they are imprisoned as runaway slaves. They don't speak a word of English, and it seems like they are doomed to die for killing their captors when an abolitionist lawyer decides to take their case, arguing that they were free citizens of another country and not slaves at all. The case finally gets to the Supreme Court, where John Quincy Adams makes an impassioned and eloquent plea for their release.” - http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118607/
If you have any questions about this movie, or would not like your child to watch the movie, please feel free to contact me either by phone at 775-322-5566, or by email at kristen@rainshadowcchs.org. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Kristen Quintana

